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‘KISS FROM A ROSE’



EXPERIMENT TIME!

KISS FROM A ROSE
SEAL



NO WORRIES, YOU’RE NOT
ALONE!



TALK ABOUT RANGE



WHY DOES IT RESONATE?

Unique musical
characterisitcs

modal mixture
harmonic loops
unusual lyrics



WHY DOES IT RESONATE?

ambiguous narrative
death
toxic love
addiction



This presentation explores one possible
narrative of “Kiss from a Rose” by

analyzing how the song's harmonic and
lyrical interplay depict the first five stages of

addiction



compulsive use of a
substance/behavior despite
impairments to one’s life
six stages: initial use, misuse,
tolerance, dependence,
addiction, and relapse.

ADDICTION



HARMONY
Moves between G Aeolian and G Mixolydian (ish)
Uses harmonic loop I-bVI-bVII-I
Developed to musically mirror imagery created by the
lyrics
Musical analogs for diminishing gratification and
physiological changes 



PUTTING IT TOGETHER



INITIAL USE



MISUSE



TOLERANCE



DEPENDENCE



ADDICTION



TO SUMMARIZE...



“KISS FROM A ROSE”
HAS STAYING POWER
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PODCAST PAPER
STAY IN TOUCH!
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