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What are your thoughts on the meaning of Kiss From a Rose by Seal?

25 years later from when | first heard it and | still think this is one of the greatest

songs ever, even though up to now | really don't quite understand what exactly

Kiss From A Rose Is supposed to mean and maybe that is what Seal wanted or

[ was looking for the meaning of "gray", that is being referred to in the song,

without which it is difficult to comprehend what the lyrics are actually all about,

NO WORRIES, YOU'RE NOT
+ ALONE!

song and how many times he must have sang each line, in various tones too, and

what the heck was he singing about???

| am just now discovering this. What the heck does "on the gray” mean?!
All these years | have been singing this song completely wrong. Tell me I'm not the only one...

default. The words are somewhat cryptic, especially the lines about a “greying tower,” and the
Internet is rife with opinions about what it all means, from growing old to some type of drug
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WHY DOLS I'T RESONATE?

e Unique musical
characterisitcs
o modal mixture
> harmonic loops
o unusual lyrics

2 i Verified Annotation 10 years ago
44 Seal

| have avoided explaining these lyrics for
over 25 years. | am not going to start doing
It now.
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WHY DOLS I'T RESONATE?

e ambiguous narrative
o death
i vdjvsunsyhstb - 1y ago

O
tOXIC IOve | mean the song is pretty self explanatory hes singing about his babay and he
. . compares her to a kiss from a rose on the grey oooh
o addiction N
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This presentation explores one possible

+ narrative of “Kiss from a Rose” by

analyzing how the song's harmonic and
lyrical interplay depict the first five stages of
addiction




ADDICTION

e compulsive use of a s;"catges O_f Addlctf:

substance/behavior despite R

Relapse Misuse
. . - . After a period of detox, Regular harmul use of
180! p alrmen tS tO one s I |fe returning to abuse of substance. First changes in

addictive substance behavior and physiology.

X “

e SIX stages: Initial use, misuse,
tolerance, dependence, L =
addiction, and relapse. " felong hangeato Depsndence reasoney aoenge

physiological, behavioral, « _ It el « achieve euphoria. More
lifestyle, and emotional substance. C Ehyeiolagical Cha'nges
domains. '




HARMONY

 Moves between G Aeolian and G Mixolydian (ish)

e Uses harmonic loop I-bVI-bVII-|

e Developed to musically mirror imagery created by the
lyrics

e Musical analogs for diminishing gratification and
physiological changes
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PUTTING IT TOGETHER

Harmony Lyrics

Stages of Addiction

-

“There used to be a greying
tower alone on the sea,”

“Love reamined a drug
that's the high not the pill,”

G Mixolydian:
[-bVI-bVII-|
I-bVII-1V-|

Regular harmul use of
substance. First changes in
behavior and physiology.

“Did you know, that when it
SNOwWsS,
my eyes become large and
the light that you shine
can’t be seen?”

G Aeolian:
l-i-bVI-bVII-
bVI-bVII-I

=)

“Baby | compare you to a kiss
from a rose on the grey.”

“The more | get of you the
stranger it feels.”

G Mixolydian:
I-bVI-bVII-I
I-bVIl sus4-bVII-I

Stages of Addiction

==

“You remain my power, my
pleasure, my pain...”

“To me you're like a growing
addiction that | can’t deny...”

G Mixolydian:
I-bVI-bVII

“I've been kissed by a rose
on the grey...”

“And if | should fall, will it all
go away?”

F Major:
[-V-1V-I




INITIAL USE

Initial U
First time an addictive
substance is used.

“There used to be a greying
tower alone on the sea,”

“Love reamined a drug
that's the high not the pill,”

G Mixolydian:
I-bVI-bVII-|
I-bVII-1V-I

o




MISUSE

Misuse
Regular harmul use of
substance. First changes in
behavior and physiology.

“Did you know, that when it the light that you

SNOws,
my eyes become large and

the light that you shine
can’'t be seen?”

G Aeolian:
l-i-bVI-bVII-
bVI-bVII-I




TOLERANCE

Tolerance

Increase in
frequency/dosage to
achieve euphoria. More

Fsus physiological changes.
9 EF! H
- i e — R Sy,
— — “Baby | compare you to a kiss
from a rose on the grey.”

“The more | get of you the
stranger it feels.”

G Mixolydian:
I-bVI-bVII-I
I-bVIl sus4-bVII-|




DEPENDENCE

Dependence

Total reliance on the
substance. Characterized
by an inability to function
without use.

Hgo

B

“You remain my power, my
pleasure, my pain...”

“To me you're like a growing
addiction that | can’'t deny...”

G Mixolydian:
I-bVI-bVII




ADDICTION

“I've been kissed by a rose

the grey...”

on

the grey. (I've

on
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10 SUMMARIZE...

Harmony Lyrics

Stages of Addiction

-

“There used to be a greying
tower alone on the sea,”

“Love reamined a drug
that's the high not the pill,”

G Mixolydian:
[-bVI-bVII-|
I-bVII-1V-|

Regular harmul use of
substance. First changes in
behavior and physiology.

“Did you know, that when it
SNOwWsS,
my eyes become large and
the light that you shine
can’t be seen?”

G Aeolian:
l-i-bVI-bVII-
bVI-bVII-I

“Baby | compare you to a kiss
from a rose on the grey.”

“The more | get of you the
stranger it feels.”

G Mixolydian:
I-bVI-bVII-I
I-bVIl sus4-bVII-I

Stages of Addiction

==

“You remain my power, my
pleasure, my pain...”

“To me you're like a growing
addiction that | can’t deny...”

G Mixolydian:
I-bVI-bVII

“I've been kissed by a rose
on the grey...”

“And if | should fall, will it all
go away?”

F Major:
[-V-1V-I




“KISS FROM A ROSE”
HAS STAYING POWER

Podcast Episode

'Kiss From aRose' by
Seal (w/ Travis McElroy)
Punch Up The Jam

Podcast Episode

Seal - Kiss fromaRose

Song Exploder

SWITCHED ON POP

Kiss From a Rose’ Wasn’t Made to Be a Classic

By Nate Sloan, co-hos

IT'S A BAD WEEK TO BE A SEAL

“Kiss From a Rose” has to be one of the
most unusual No. 1 hits of all time. The
1994 song can't decide if it's in minor or
major, uses an old-fashioned waltz
rhythm, and features lush orchestration
and elaborate vocal harmonies that

g support mysterious lyrics about a “graying

tower alone on the sea.”

Pentatonix
Kiss From a Rose

" [SEAL'S "KISS'FROM A -ROSE"
~ PLAYING OUER SPEAKERS]

“KISS FROM A RUSE”
! , “ 5:17 i

VEVOSTUDIO
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STAY IN TOUCH!
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