Jekd and the Influence of American 1980s Popular Music

Abstract

Since the 2010s Billboard hits have referenced
1980s popular music. These references include
specific instrumentation and audio effects. Due to
the heavy influence from American popular
music, Thai popular music today follows many of
the same traits and trends. Building on the work
of Alissa Stolt and Lamnao Eamsa Ard, this
poster assesses the similarities between American
1980s popular music and modern Thai popular
music, using songs by Jekd as a case study.

This presentation proceeds 1n three parts. The
poster begins with an analysis and explanation of
the common attributes of American 1980s popular
music, with references to some popular songs and

how they are represented through timbre and

spectrogram charts. This material leads 1nto a

brief discussion about Thai popular music and
how American influences have affected it. Lastly,

this poster focuses on three Jekd songs, “Night

Love,” “Summer Never Be The Same Without
You,” and “Crystal Girl,” showcasing the timbres

used 1n each song and how they match
the typical 1980s American popular music traits.
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